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Quote: “People don't notice whether it's Winter or Summer when they're happy" Anton Chekhov.



Director’s weekly notes- “The view from Dacia Boulevard”

A warm welcome back to all our Heritage

International School community and I wish everyone

a Happy New Year for 2021. It has been a very

positive first week back to start Semester 2 as we

continue to be back safely, physically in school or

online for those at home, all accessing learning. I

certainly noticed the colder mornings this week and

the freezing temperatures, as I stood at the front of

school to daily welcome our students to a new day,

but seeing everyone pleased to be back and hopeful

for 2021, soon banished the cold. My resolutions this

year are quite modest, World peace would be good, and as I spoke with the chair of the board, Natalia
Cecetova at our weekly meeting this week, we both spoke about appreciating the fresh air; the simple
moments, nature, these are the things that really count more right now.

We have all seen the stories over the Christmas/New Year break around the pandemic, especially the
exponential rise in case numbers across Europe still. The narrative around vaccinations is to be
welcomed and we hope we see the programmes begin in earnest in Moldova very soon. But we all have
to continue to be responsible to our families and each other as we respect the well established measures
now practised around wearing a clean mask, keeping distance and ensuring we practice effective,
frequent hygiene. The graph of our cases from Semester 1, which we shared in the IHH (18th Dec, 2020)
shows the success we have had because of the measures taken from everyone, inside and outside of
school, to manage and sustain living with the pandemic and keeping our school physically returned. I
am willing to wager that this is going to be the story now for the rest of Semester 2 until the end of
May. When we isolate a class, it often means there are siblings having to go into isolation too as part of
our school safe measures and the chain of who this impacts because isolation bubbles were not kept or
people attended a large gathering on a weekend or didn't wear a mask, has a wider consequence in every
sense of the word. We all need to play our part here in this crisis as a wider school community. If you
have any doubt about symptoms, do not send your child into school!

We have started this week a bespoke professional development course on hybrid
learning enhancement, as this continues to become more sophisticated and
challenging, and all our teachers are working with the Future Classroom Lab in
Brussels on a programme designed for us as an international school over the
next few weeks. We are also looking forward to our Founders' Lecture series
starting again next week with Martin Wilcox, CEO of ChildAid and in February,
we have a real coup with Baroness Jan Royall, Principal of Somerville College,
the University of Oxford, speaking. I welcomed the Gymnasium students back
with my weekly assembly on Thursday and we looked at the hope for the World
and some of the World events that have already made the start of 2021
an eventful year to contend with again. The primary school assembly by 3A and
Mrs Stella, produced a wonderful presentation for the anniversary of the birth of Mihai Eminescu. Earlier
this year, we were proud to name our wonderful library after the inspirational poet and writer. Grade 10
students need support as they are caught between finishing off missing mock exams and applications to
the new Lyceum for September 2021. We were all very pleased to see the news from the UK that the
summer iGCSE exams for Cambridge International will take place, but, as ever in this crisis, we have



plans B,C, all the way down to Z. This is what life in the 2020s seems to be about - adaptability and
constant change but keeping calm and balanced throughout.

I wish you all a positive and hopeful new year ahead and as ever,
thank you for your ongoing support of me, the team and our school.
Together we keep our school going forward, meeting the challenges,
supporting each other, celebrating the successes, resolving issues
and improving education for our children and young people.

Rob Ford
Director

Heritage in the news:

We are really pleased to be continuing to showcase and share our school story in the very prestigious
TES International, one of the oldest and probably the best known education magazines with the largest
circulation around the globe. Having three recent articles in there celebrating our school is a very proud
moment for our international school and the wider growing global profile & reputation our school has
in our 4th year.

- "Soup for the soul: traditions bring schools together. Why a hot bowl of soup on a cold winter's day is
more than just lunch to a school community in Moldova'; https://www.tes.com/news/soup-soul-
traditions-bring-schools-together

- "Life after Erasmus: 8 ways to retain a global outlook. UK schools upset at losing Erasmus can take
heart from this school's approach to fostering an international
mindset"; https://www.tes.com/news/global-learning-brexit-erasmus-europe-future-schools-
etwinning-ideas

- "Long read: Will the rise in local hires continue? Figures show a rise in international schools hiring
local staff - so what's driving this trend?"; https://www.tes.com/news/long-read-will-rise-local-hires-
continue




Articles of Interest:

The Globe staff has published the December issue of the school newspaper. Please take a look at all the
great content: a short story and poetry in the Literary Corner, artwork from Primary and Secondary,
reflections on education, a karting student, a tech review, one student's experience playing the violin,
and more. Then, be sure to compliment those students on their great work when you see them.

https://sites.google.com/heritage.md/heritage-globe/home

Notes from Ms Elize

Welcome back to the second semester and Happy New Year to all staff, parents and students. The New
Year always holds so much promise.
After we’ve raised our glasses and fireworks exploded into the sky, it’s important to recognize the special
symbolism that the New Year brings. It gives us the opportunity of new beginnings and fresh starts, as
well as a time of reflection.
Whether your New Year resolutions or New Year Intentions as I prefer to call them consist of aiming to
have a healthier lifestyle, growing professionally, becoming a better cook or spending more time with
friends and family it can take a lot of effort. We should be conscious to be kind to ourselves. 2020 proofed
to be a year filled some unimaginable challenges. As we navigate this New Year our children will be
looking up to us for guidance and reassurance. On the road to success, this year let us always look ahead
and stay positive. I hope that we will all reach our goals and may our journeys towards these goals be
wonderful.

“Be willing to be a beginner every single morning.”

Meister Eckhart

New Year’s hopes and dreams from 3E:




1E Students wrote down their reflections of the past year and what they hope to achieve in the future.

January 15th marks the birthday of Mihai Eminescu. Our school Library is also named after this famous
and well known poet. Ms Stela and 3A shared with us a wonderful presentation on the life and work of

this prominent figure. It was a wonderful contribution to our Friday Assembly.




News from Secondary

- Gymnasium Student Council Needs You! A huge thanks to Georgia and all members of the student
council for the incredible job you have done as student leaders. We are now looking for new leaders as
we start Semester 2 to add to our student council. If you are a current serving member or wanting to
join and make a difference in your school to support initiatives and improve school life further, then 200
words why to Mr Rob by Friday, January 22nd. Elections for new officers of the council will take place
on the 29th Jan.

- Attendance. A reminder that there is a national legal duty from the Ministry around regular attendance
in school and not missing blocks of time for reasons such as vacation. If your child will be missing school
for a known reason for the absence, then this can be requested from Mrs Diana (see contacts below). The
more lessons missed has a direct correlation with student progress and attainment grades. We are all



working miracles to keep our school physically returned this academic year and students having direct
access to learning. Please also remind your child about the need for punctuality and not to be tardy to
school or lessons.

Global Education:

In this first week after the winter break, we laid foundations for further global collaboration in various
international projects between our school and other schools during semester 2.

The Global education coordinator, Tatiana Popa, will be one of the 37 facilitators around the globe for
the major project 'The Goals Project’, which will connect classrooms from all around the world to work
on a certain SDG, then to share their presentations with other classrooms and teach others about their
goal, and learn about the rest form other students in other countries.

Also this week, we planned a series of short eTwinning projects on interculturality for primary and
secondary students, in collaboration with 1st Primary School in Dionysos, Greece. The heads of the
eTwinning Clubs, Adriana Bujag (primary) and Tatiana Popa (secondary), are responsible for them.

In addition, our school established a connection with Sancta Maria international School in India, also
a Cambridge school, and we will have collaborative activities for Global Perspectives between the two
schools, in order to enhance the students' experience in tackling global issues, and doing so in a
collaborative way.

A semester that promises to be exciting for our global learners at Heritage!




Activity Number 5

Collaborating schools:

1 Primary School of Dionysos / Heritage International School of Moldova
6* Grade
“Top 10 Places of Interest for Adolescents: A tour guide”
(Teacher in charge Manto Vaitsi)

Procedure:

Phase 1




Discovery Education's student Coding Challenge Children will gain a firm understanding of coding

concepts like algorithms, sequences and variables — while practising computational thinking through
problem-solving and the breaking down of tasks into logical steps. Using Discovery Education Coding,
students will be guided through a sequence of activities to familiarise themselves with the platform and
develop their coding skills - before unleashing their creativity to design their own app!

Students can work individually or in groups of up to four. There will be two challenges, one
for children aged 5-7 and one for ages 7-12.

Black Sea Online Maths Cupon the 17th February 2021, for Year 5 & Year 6 students (UK
grades)-your Math teacher will provide the details, we will need to select 10 students to participat












If one of the students is tested positive with Covid-19, the whole class will be quarantined for 14
days. Siblings do need to be in isolation as well.

For all the children who are in quarantine parents should fill in the epidemiological form:
https://forms.gle/Ok1DBdfa4BykX8Gq9 All the information provided will be sent to the Public Health

Center.

Necessary documentation for returning to school:

Before returning to school after the quarantine period, parents should present to classroom teacher the

Declaration
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1JOWBrE37gifOOHJAXY3URODG kISi7wc?q=owner:iute%4
Omail.ru

For children who have been tested positive with Covid-19 and in case of any disease, for return to
school it is mandatory to present the medical certificate with the 3 stamps, as a confirmation that the
child can attend groups of children.
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18th-22nd January, 2021

20th January, 2021

29 January, 2021

25 January,2021

15™ February,2021

Arts Week

5th Founders' Lecture, Martin Wilcox, Director of the
Eastern European families and children charity, Child Aid

Talent Hunt

Heritage International Lyceum applications open for 2021-
23 students

6th Founders' Lecture, Baroness Royall, Principal of
Somerville College, University of Oxford, former Leader of
the House of Lords
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